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52 - Chapter 4: Fourth String -

Scale Charts

Throughout this book, you will learn several different scales. A scale is a set of notes that a composer 
uses to write music. To learn scales on the guitar, it’s helpful to be able to read scale charts. 

Each scale chart shows six horizontal lines, which represent the six strings. The bottom line is the 6th 
string (the biggest). The top line is the 1st string (the smallest).

The vertical lines represent frets. The line on the left is the end of the guitar (the nut). The next vertical 
line to the right is the 1st fret, then 2nd, 3rd, etc.

How to Read a Scale Chart

• The numbers inside the circles are finger numbers.

• Start playing at the open circle.

• Play all notes on each string from low to high (left to right).

• Move to the next string, playing each note from low to high.

• Proceed this way to the 1st string.

• After playing the highest note (farthest to the right on the 1st
  string), reverse the scale, playing each string from high to low 
  (right to left) until you’re back at the starting note.

• In this scale, there is only one note on the 6th string.

• Play the starting note on the 6th string, then move immediately
   to the 5th string.

• Most scale charts lead you from low to high.
   This chart leads you from high to low.

• Start playing at the open circle, which is 4th
   finger on the 5th fret in this chart.

• Play all notes on the 1st string from high to
   low (right to left), then work your way down
   through the 6th string, always playing from
   high to low.

• In this particular chart, you finish the scale
   by playing two notes in a row with your
   1st finger, sliding from the 6th fret to the
   5th fret.

Now that you understand how to read a scale chart, you can learn any scale This book presents scales 
chapter by chapter, but there’s nothing to stop you from working ahead!


